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CHAPTER XII.
THE  SUPPRESSION  OF ENERGIES.
WHEN a set of particles possessing Kinetic Energy is entirety surrounded by other particles, bound together by Eorce, it is possible up to a certain limit to suppress the Energy of the contained particles by limiting their mutual movements ; whereupon the Energy appears to exist in a dormant state. But when a certain point of suppression is reached, the Energy of the contained particles overpowers the Force of the containing particles, and a disruption takes place. Such a disruption is commonly known as an Explosion. Or again, at a point short of disruption, such an active separative impulse exists amongst the contained particles, that if any aperture be made in the containing wall, the contained particles rush out with Explosive Energy.
The abstract statement of this principle must be enforced by a few concrete examples.
The boiler of a steam-engine is a wall or partition